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FARMINGTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

 

 

Vice Chairman Joshua Bell called the meeting to order at 6:45 P.M. with the following members 

present:  Andrew Buckland, Stephan Bunker and Michael Fogg.  Chairman Ryan Morgan was 

unable to attend, as was Town Manager Richard Davis.  Town Secretary Linda Grant, Police 

Chief Jack Peck, Channel 11, and members of the press and public were also in attendance. 

 

 

ITEM   1: Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

 

 Vice Chairman Joshua Bell led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

ITEM   2: To Review Information from the Model Neighborhood Program Regarding  

  Pellet Boiler Installations (William Crandall and Gabe Perkins) 

 

Western Maine Community Action employee William Crandall introduced Northern 

Forest Center Project Manager Gabe Perkins and Program Director Maura Adams.  Mr. 

Crandall, an avid proponent, presented pellet boiler history and statistics.  Ms. Adams 

also spoke and explained the Farmington Model Neighborhood Project.  She further 

explained that they would like a Town building in the program, and handed out an 

information sheet on the Model Neighborhood Wood Heat Initiative.  Ms. Adams stated 

that none of the three of them are in a position to give quotes, but both she and Mr. 

Crandall encouraged the Selectmen to get a free quote from Northern Forest’s partner 

installers.  Cost of installation, longevity, incentives, and energy efficiency/audit were 

discussed, and Mr. Perkins stated that he would be the liaison between the Town and 

Northern Forest for obtaining quotes. 

 

Andrew Buckland moved to authorize Town Manager Richard Davis to work with 

Gabe Perkins in obtaining an estimate from Northern Forest for the installation and 

maintenance cost of a pellet boiler at the Community Center and the Public Works 

garage; Stephan Bunker seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

      (Ryan Morgan) 

 

Maura Adams encouraged anyone in Franklin or Oxford County who may be interested in 

the installation of a pellet boiler in a home or otherwise to please contact them. 
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ITEM   3: To Take Action on the Following Police Department Items: 

 

 Police Chief Jack Peck was present and explained the following items: 

 

 

● Accept a Maine Bureau of Highway Safety Grant of $20,000 for OUI Enforcement 

 

 Chief Peck asked the Selectmen to allow him to accept this Safety Grant if it is awarded. 

 

Stephan Bunker moved to authorize the Police Chief to accept, if awarded, a Maine 

Bureau of Highway Safety Grant of $20,000 for OUI Enforcement; Andrew 

Buckland seconded. 

 

In response to Joshua Bell’s question as to how the grant, if awarded, would be applied to 

payroll, Chief Peck stated that the grant is specifically directed toward overtime of patrols 

for OUI.  Chief Peck also explained the type of patrols he is planning should the 

Department be awarded this grant. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

      (Ryan Morgan) 

 

 

● Accept a Maine Bureau of Highway Safety Grant of $6,817.50 and Authorize 

 Matching funds of $2,272.50 to Replace Three Mobile Radar units 

 

Chief Peck explained that the Bureau of Highway Safety is allocating up to $10,000 per 

agency specifically for traffic enforcement equipment at 75%, with each chosen agency 

matching funds at 25%.  Chief Peck asked the Selectmen to allow him to apply for this 

grant with the intention of replacing three of the department’s four cruiser mobile radar 

units.  He clarified that the matching funds of $2,272.50 could be taken from either the 

department’s Public Safety or Vehicle Maintenance account. 

 

Stephan Bunker moved to authorize Police Chief Jack Peck to apply for a Maine 

Bureau of Highway Safety Grant of $6,817.50, and to authorize matching funds of 

$2,272.50 to replace three mobile radar units; Andrew Buckland seconded. 

 

 The Selectmen further discussed which account the matching funds will come from. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

      (Ryan Morgan) 
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ITEM   3: To Take Action on the Following Police Department Items:   (Cont.) 

 

● Ratify a Bargaining Agreement Amendment regarding Shift Assignment 

 Notification 

 

Chief Peck explained the problems he has, in trying to cut back on overtime, with 

officers’ schedule rotations versus the Bargaining Agreement requirement of a twelve day 

notification period.  He reviewed the proposed Agreement amendment to cut the twelve 

day notification period to three days.  Chief Peck confirmed that Town Manager Richard 

Davis is supportive of this proposed amendment. 

 

Stephan Bunker moved to accept the Bargaining Agreement amendment as 

proposed; Andrew Buckland seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

      (Ryan Morgan) 

 

ITEM   4: To Consider Authorizing the Manager to Enter into an Agreement with 

Trane Corporation for Engineering and Project Development to Connect the 

Community Center to the Planned UMF Biomass Central Energy Plant 

 

 The Selectmen discussed whether to table this Item until the next meeting. 

 

Andrew Buckland moved to table Item 4 until the February 24
th

 Board of 

Selectmen’s meeting; Stephan Bunker seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

      (Ryan Morgan) 

  

ITEM    5: To Discuss the Proposed State Budget and its Implications for Farmington 

 

Andrew Buckland reviewed two handouts that he received at a recent legislative session 

regarding the Governor’s tax reform/budget proposals.  Senator Tom Saviello was present 

and further reviewed the tax reform proposal, which he stated consists of income tax, 

sales tax and property tax.  He pointed out that the Appropriations Committee is just now 

getting this proposal and working with it, so he suggested that a better time to have a joint 

County-wide informational meeting with Jonathan Labonte of Finance Commissioner 

Richard Rosen’s office and Maine Municipal Association (MMA) would be the first 

week in March.  Two other items that were pointed out were that the first hearing on 

Revenue Sharing will be on February 18
th

 and there is a possibility that there will be a 

hearing on the taxing of non-profits, including Senator Saviello’s bill regarding a Fire 

District tax.  Stephan Bunker reviewed a recent meeting of the Legislative Counsel to 

which the MMA Executive Committee was invited and how that Committee asked the 
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ITEM    5: To Discuss the Proposed State Budget and its Implications for Farmington   
(Cont.) 

 

Counsel if it would be interested in forming a partnership between the municipal 

perspective and their role in the legislature in dealing with the taxation and revenue issues 

in order for MMA to be a part of the solution rather than taking an adversarial role.  

Voluntary collaboration and consolidation were also discussed.   

   

ITEM    6: To Approve the Minutes of February 3, 2015 

 

 The minutes of February 3, 2015 were tabled as they were not yet available. 

 

ITEM    7: To Discuss Other Business  

 

 A) Michael Fogg pointed out a letter from John O’Donnell dated February 5, 2015 in 

which he states that he has been on the job for one month.  It was clarified that 

Mr. O’Donnell is working on a provisional basis while the final details of his 

contract are being worked out. 

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Stephan Bunker moved to 

adjourn at 7:57 P.M.; Andrew Buckland seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

      (Ryan Morgan) 

 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Linda H. Grant. 

 

 

 

_________________________ 

Stephan M. Bunker – Secretary 

 


